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Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Blaydon-on-Tyne, 

August,  1945. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Blaydon. 

■Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  second  Annual  Report  as 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

After  more  than  five  years  of  war  (with  all  its  attendant 
hardships,  shortages  and  over-work)  we  can  congratulate  our- 
selves that,  though  there  may  be  some  increase  in  the  feeling 
of  ill-health  and  general  weariness,  we  have  escaped  any 
serious  outbreak  of  epidemic  diseases. 

Our  Infantile  Mortality  rate  has  continued  to  improve,  and 
this  year  is  also  notable  for  showing  the  first  increase  in  our 
Birth  rate. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department 
for  their  willing  assistance  and  co-operation  in  public  health 
matters,  also  to  the  Surveyor,  Rating  Department,  and  the 
various  Nursing  Associations  for  information  given  to  me  for 
inclusion  in  this  report. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  RUSSELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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IMIedicall  Officer's  Annual  iepoirt, 


Area. 

The  acreage  remains  at  9,274  in  accordance  with  the  settle- 
ment of  boundaries  in  1936. 

Present  density  of  population  per  acre  — 3-13. 

Highest  previous  density  of  population  per  acre  3-96. 

(in  1925) 


Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  our  civilian  population 
for  the  year  is  29,050,  showing  the  first  increase  since  1931. 

At  the  1921  census,  the  population  stood  at  33,650. 

At  the  1931  census’  the  population  stood  at  32,263. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ■ 8,207. 

Density  of  persons  per  house  ...  3-54. 

This  compares  with  the  1921  figures  of  6,282  houses  and  a 
density  of  5-3  persons  per  house. 

Rateable  Value 

Rateable  Value  ••• 

Estimated  produce  of  Id.  Rate 
In  1921  a Id.  Rate  produced 

Industries  of  the  District. 

These  are  chiefly  Coal  Mining  and  Agriculture. 

Physical  Features. 

Hilly  area,  Blaydon  and  Rowlands  Gill  lie  low,  Winlaton 
and  Chopwell  high. 


£118,898. 

£436. 

£880. 


Unemployment. 

The  figures  are  not  available  and  are  obviously  low  at 
present. 
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Vital  Statistics  for  the  year. 
Births.  * 


Total  Births 

573 

295  M. 

278  F. 

Total  Legitimate  Births 

548 

280  m. 

268  F. 

Total  Illegitimate  Births 

25 

15  M. 

10  F. 

Total  Still  Births 

23 

8 M. 

15  F. 

This  gives  a birth  rate  of  19*72  per  1,000  population. 

Birth  rate  for  administrative  County  •••  20-9. 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  •••  17 ’6. 

(highest  since  1925) 

We  have  this  year,  for  the  first  time  this  century,  to  wel- 
come an  increase  in  our  birth  rate,  although  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole  has  shown  increases  since  1941. 

Reproduction  rate  for  the  country  is  now  -99,  or  within  1% 
of  full  replacement  standard. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Total  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  - 31  (17  M. 
14  F.)  giving  an  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  54  per  1,000  live 
births. 

15  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  prematurity,  congenital 
malformations  and  injuries. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  for  the  County  is  61. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  46. 

There  has  been  a distinct  improvement  on  last  year’s 
figure  of  66,  and  this  year’s  figure  shows  remarkable  progress 
since  1907  when  we  had  201  children  dying  in  their  first  year, 
out  of  every  1,000  born. 

So  that  you  may  obtain  a proper  perspective  in  this  im- 
portant matter  I will  give  you  comparable  figures:- 

London  51;  Birmingham  55;  Liverpool  81;  Glasgow  82; 

Edinburgh  54;  Belfast  111;  New  York  30;  Chicago  29, 

New  Zealand  at  28-7  (1942)  still  holds  the  record. 

Two  children  under  2 years  died  from  Diarrhoea  and  En- 
teritis, giving  a rate  per  1,000  live  births  of  3-5,  compared  with 
4-8  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  two  maternal  deaths,  giving  a maternal  mor- 
tality rate  of  3-3  per  1,000  births,  compared  with  1*9  for 
England  and  Wales,  and  2-03  for  the  County. 


Deaths. 

Total  Deaths  - 333.  187  m.  146  F. 

This  gives  a death  rate  of  11-4  per  1,000  population  (same 
as  last  year). 

Death  rate  for  the  administrative  County  - 12-0. 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  - 11*6. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were: — 


Heart  Disease 

81  ) 

a total  of  132 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Disease 

36 

for  Cardio- 

Other Disease  of  Circulatory 

f 

1 

vascular 

System 

15  1 

Group. 

Deaths  from  all  forms  of  Cancer  were  40. 

The  above  affect  chiefly  people  in  the  older  age  group  and 
have  increased  enormously  in  the  last  30  years. 


T uberculosis. 

There  were  13  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  4 
deaths  from  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Both  show  a reduction  from  last  year’s  figures. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  - 0-45. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  for  County  - 0-47. 

Number  of  notifications  of  new  cases:- 

Pulmonary  30  (12  m.  18  F.)  Non-pulmonary  10(9m.  1 F.) 

Number  of  beds  available  for  tuberculosis  patients  in  the 
County  536. 

The  position  after  5 years  of  war  is  that  we  have  had  in 
this  country  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  but  a 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  notified. 

There  is,  all  over  the  country,  a waiting  list  for  sanatorium 
treatment  owing  to  shortage  of  staff  as  well  as  beds. 


8 


Although  the  number  killed  by  tuberculosis  has  decreased 
from  the  period  when  it  was  known  as  “The  White  Scourge” 
we  must  not  let  up  in  our  efforts  to  remedy  the  evils  of  over- 
crowding and  undernourishment  which,  in  my  opinion,  prepare 
the  soil  for  the  seed  of  tuberculosis.  Incidence  of  tuberculosis 
goes  up  as  family  income  goes  down.  The  incidence  of  deaths 
from  this  disease  are  chiefly  in  the  15  - 25  years  group;  half  of 
the  deaths  in  1935  occurred  in  this  age  group. 


Venereal  Diseases. 

There  has  been  a decrease  in  new  cases  of  venereal 
disease  throughout  the  country,  although  still  double  pre-war 
numbers. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

All  specimens  for  bacteriological  examination  are  sent  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  .of  King’s  College,  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne,  with  which  the  Durham  County  Council  has  an 
agreement. 

The  majority  of  such  specimens  are  examined  free  of  cost 
to  both  practitioners  and  patients. 

The  following  table  shows  particulars  of  646  bacteriological 
examinations  carried  out  in  respect  of  residents  in  the  Blaydon 
Urban  area  during  1944. 


Bacteriological  Examinations  from  Blaydon  District,  1944. 


Enteric  Fever. 
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14 

5 

73 

14 

79 

8 

16 

- 

160 

472 

14 

P- Positive.  N- Negative.  1 - Inconclusive. 

::  These  are  the  Tuberculosis  specimens  taken  at  County  Dispensaries,  Hospitals  and 
Sanatoria. 

#This  section  comprises  examinations  for  Brucella  Abortus,  Haemolytic  Streptococci, 
Enteric  Groups,  which  have  been  specially  approved  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 
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Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Priestman  Collieries  provide  two  ambulances,  and  the 
Consett  Iron  Company  provides  one  ambulance  for  the  trans- 
port of  accidents  and  cases  of  sudden  illness,  etc.,  occurring 
among  their  employees.  There  are  also  two  public  ambulances 
in  the  district  and  one  provided  by  the  Council. 

The  Conjoint  Hospital  Committee  for  Blaydon,  Ryton  and 
Whickham,  provides  one  Ambulance  for  the  transport  of  infect- 
ious diseases. 


District  Nursing. 

The  District  Nursing  throughout  the  Blaydon  area  is 
carried  on  most  efficiently  by  State  Registered  Nurses,  who  are 
appointed  by  the  various  Nursing  Associations,  which  are 
maintained  by  voluntary  effort. 

Subscriptions  are  made  by  the  majority  of  workmen,  who 
allow  deductions  from  their  wages;  donations  are  given  by  the 
many  collieries,  benevolent  funds  and  well-wishers  in  the 
district,  while  grants  are  made  through  the  Durham  County 
Nursing  Association  and  the  Public  Assistance  Committee. 

The  names  of  the  various  associations,  together  with  the 
details  of  nursing  during  1944,  are  as  follows: — ■ 


Association. 

Nurses 

Cases 

Home 

Visits 

1 — Blaydon  ... 

The  Napier-Clavering  Memorial 

District  Nursing  Association  ... 

1 

97 

2785 

2— Rowlands 

Spen,  Victoria  Garesfield  & Row- 

369 

300S 

Gill 

lands  Gill  District  Nursing 

2 

Association  ... 

421 

3643 

3— Winlaton 

Winlaton  and  District  Nursing 

Association 

i 

119 

3925 

4— Chopwell 

Chopwell  District  Nursing 

Association 

i 

235 

1855 

The  Spen,  Victoria  Garesfield  and  Rowlands  Gill  District 
Nursing  Association  provides  and  maintains  one  ambulance 
which,  during  1944,  made  340  journeys, 
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Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Cli  nics  for  school  children,  maternity  and  child  welfare 
are  provided  hy  the  County  authorities  at  various  centres 
throughout  the  district. 

Dental  and  sun-ray  treatment  are  available  for  mothers 
and  children  at  Axwell  Park,  Blaydon  clinic  which  is  the  main 
centre  in  your  district. 


Hospital  Provision, 

Infectious  Diseases.  The  conjoint  infectious  diseases  Hospital 
at  Normans  Riding,  Winlaton,  serves  the  needs  of  Blaydon 
district,  besides  admitting  similar  cases  from  Ryton  and  Whick- 
ham  Urban  districts. 

In  the  event  of  Smallpox  occurring  in  the  district,  the  Joint 
Hospital  Committee  has  made  provision  for  such  cases  to  be 
treated  at  Howden  Bank  Hospital  under  the  County  Smallpox 
Scheme. 

Tuberculosis.  Durham  County  Council  has  provided  various 
Sanatoria  for  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  cases  throughout 
the  County;  the  number  of  beds  available  for  this  purpose  is  536. 

The  nearest  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  are  at  Whickham 
and  Consett. 


General.  The  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle,  receives 
the  greater  proportion  of  medical  and  surgical  cases  from  the 
Blaydon  district. 


Midwifery  and  Gynaecology.  Of  those  midwifery  and  gynae- 
cological cases  sent  to  hospital,  most  of  them  find  their  way  to 
the  “Princess  Mary”  Maternity  Hospital  and  to  the  Gynaeco- 
logical Department  of  the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle. 

Venereal  Disease.  The  County  Council  has  an  agreement 
whereby  such  cases  are  treated  at  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic, 
City  Hospital,  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 
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Prevalence  of,  and  control  over 
Infectious  Diseases 

During  the  year  we  had  441  cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 

ENTERIC.  One  case  of  Dysentery  (mild  type)  occurred  during 
the  year. 

SMALLPOX.  There  have  been  no  cases  of  Smallpox  since  1928, 
although  we  received  warnings  that  some  contacts  of  this 
disease  had  come  on  leave  into  our  district. 

So  long  as  cases  of  this  highly  infectious  condition  occur 
in  many  areas  of  the  world,  care  will  have  to  he  taken  to  keep 
up  vaccination  of  our  people. 

TYPHUS.  Warnings,  recently  renewed,  have  Lieen  received  to 
be  on  the  look  out  for  cases  of  Typhus. 

SCARLET  FEVER.  54  cases  occurred  with  no  deaths. 

DIPTHERIA.  There  were  71  cases  with  3 deaths,  none  of  which 
were  immunised. 

This  gives  a death  rate  of  0 - 1 per  1000  population  compared 
with  the  rate  of  0-02  per  1000  population  for  England  and 
Wales. 

Last  year  we  had  only  28  cases  with  1 death,  although  we 
had  over  1 00  cases  in  each  of  the  years  1935,  1936,  1937  (174 
cases  with  17  deaths)  and  1938. 

An  accurate  checking  was  carried  out  of  all  immunisations 
carried  out  since  1936  because  I suspected  our  percentage  of 
immunised  children  was  much  lower  than  estimated.  The 
records  were  amended  accordingly  and  the  figures  now  are:  — 

Between 
Under  5 and 
5 yrs.  15  yrs. 

(A)  Approximate  estimated  number  of  children 

in  area  at  31st  December,  1944  ■-  2221  4998 

(B)  Number  of  children  immunised  at  31st 

December,  1944  ...  1016  3577 

(C)  Percentage  of  child  population  shown  under 

(A)  considered  immunised  at  31st  Dec., 

1944  ...  ...  ...  45-74%  71-56% 

This  shows  a very  poor  rate  of  immunisation  among  the 
children  of  group  of  0 to  5 years,  just  the  group  where  Diphth- 
eria is  most  dangerous. 
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Every  baby  receives,  on  it  first  birthday,  a card  pointing 
■out  the  dangers  of  Diphtheria  and  the  simple  means  of 
protection. 

During  the  year  we  held  22  Clinics  at  which  239  pre  school 
children  and  140  between  5 and  15  years  were  fully  immunised. 
This  is  carried  out  by  giving  two  injections  at  an  interval  of 
between  1 and  3 months.  We  have  still  too  much  Diphtheria 
and  too  few  children  immunised. 

I dealt  in  greater  detail  in  last  year’s  report  with  the 
evidence  as  to  the  value  of  artificial  immunisation  and  I make 
no  apology  for  returning  to  this  theme.  In  Scotland  there  were 
163  deaths  from  Diphtheria,  only  4 were  among  those  immun- 
ised. In  England  and  Wales,  the  number  of  cases  are  just  over 
half  the  pre-war  average.  The  number  of  deaths  is  less  than 
one-third:  i.e.  for  every  three  children  who  died  before  immuni- 
sation was  begun  only  one  dies  now. 

This  progress  is  remarkable  considering  the  fact  that  there 
have  been  widespread  epidemics  of  Diphtheria  all  over  the 
European  Continent. 

Yet  more  children  died  from  Diphtheria  than  bombs  ! 

The  Minister  of  Health  states:  “if  the  majority  of  children 
under  15  years  of  age  were  immunised  and  if  every  baby  was 
protected,  as  a matter  of  course  at  1 year  old  they  could  get  rid 
of  Diphtheria  as  an  epidemic  disease”. 

MEASLES.  There  were  194  cases  with  no  deaths.  The  death 
rate  from  Measles  in  England  and  Wales  is  0-01  per  1000 
population. 

Measles  tends  to  occur  in  epidemics  with  two  yearly  cycles. 
Serum  Globulin  can  be  used  to  prevent  or  attenuate  an  attack 
in  delicate  children. 

WHOOPING  COUGH.  75  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  with  one 
death.  The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  the  same  as 
ours,  0-03  per  1000  population. 

ERYSIPELAS.  16  cases  were  notified  with  no  deaths. 

CEREBRO  SPINAL  MENINGITIS.  3 cases  of  suspected  C.S.M.  were 
notified  but  all  found  not  to  be  suffering  from  this  complaint. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.  1 case  was  notified. 
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ACUTE  INFECTIVE  ENCEPHALITIS.  There  were  2 deaths  as  compared 
with  3 in  1943. 

ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS.  1 case  was  notified.  No  death, 

PUERPERAL  FEVER  ANO  PYREXIA.  3 cases  were  notified  with  1 death. 

SCABIES.  The  treatment  of  Scabies  was  continued  during  the 
year,  306  cases  being  treated  at  the  Centre  involving  984  treat- 
ments : at  the  end  of 'the  year  225  cases  had  been  cleared.  A 
number  of  the  306  cases  were  re-infected  and  received  further 
treatment.  In  addition,  32  cases  were  visited  at  home  and  were 
supplied  with  benzyl  benzoate  application  and  instructed  in  its 
use,  after  the  Centre  at  the  First  Aid  Post  ceased  to  function 
at  the  end  of  October.  The  Centre  for  Scabies  treatment  has 
now  been  established  at  the  Council  Offices. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


Water  Supply.  No  alteration  took  place  in  the  sources  of 
supply  from  those  existing  in  former  years.  The  supply  in  the 
western  part  of  the  district  and  Winlaton  is  obtained  from 
Durham  County  Water  Board  and  in  the  eastern  district  from 
Newcastle  & Gateshead  Water  Company.  The  water  is  of 
good  quality,  continuous  and  plentiful,  with  the  exception  of  the 
higher  parts  of  Winlaton  area  and  Barlow  where  the  pressure 
is  inadequate.  The  attention  of  the  Durham  County  Water 
Board  was  repeatedly  drawn  to  the  conditions  prevailing  here 
and  they  have  intimated  that  proposals  had  been  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health  for  sanction  to  provide  new  installations 
to  improve  the  supply. 

The  water  supplied  by  the  Durham  County  Water  Board 
is  soft  and  has  a plumbo-solvent  action  on  lead  pipe.  The 
Board  take  precautions  to  limit  the  lengths  of  lead  service  pipes 
to  25  feet  and  where  this  length  is  exceeded  copper  lined  lead 
service  pipe  is  installed. 

No  cases  of  lead  poisoning  due  to  water  supplies  have  been 
reported. 

Almost  all  dwelling-houses  in  the  area  are  supplied  from 
public  mains  direct  to  the  houses. 
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Closet  Accommodation.  During  the  year  three  additional  inter- 
nal water  closets  were  provided  bringing  the  total  number  of 
water  closets  in  the  districts  to  7551.  Number  of  ash-closets 
total  482,  and  ash-pit  privies  157. 

Household  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal.  This  work  is  carried 
out  by  direct  labour,  except  at  Barlow,  where  there  is  a small 
number  of  houses  and  the  work  is  done  by  contract. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  operating  three  3 ton 
Vulcan  Wagons,  three  horses  and  vehicles. 

The  scavenging  has  been  carried  out  very  satisfactorily. 
In  the  west  part  of  the  district  all  ash-bins  are  emptied  twice 
each  week,  and  ash-closets  and  ash-pits  once  each  week.  In 
the  east  part  of  the  district  the  majority  of  the  ash-bins  are 
emptied  twice  each  week,  the  remainder,  together  with  ash- 
closets  and  ash-pits,  one  each  week. 

Disposal  of  household  refuse  is  carried  out  at  Blaydon, 
Stampley  Moss,  High  Spen,  Chopwell,  Rowlands  Gill,  and 
Barlow  Tips.  At  Blaydon,  Stampley  Moss  and  Chopwell,  tip- 
ping is  controlled  and  men  are  employed  on  the  other  tips  to 
keep  them  in  an  orderly  condition  and  prevent  fires. 

Salvage.  During  the  year  the  collection  and  disposal  of 
Salvage  continued,  resulting  in  the  collection  of: — 


68  tons  13*  cwts.  Paper 

6 „ 

15* 

„ Rags 

12  „ 

4* 

,,  Bones 

20  „ 

12* 

„ Metals 

67  „ 

12* 

,,  Kitchen  Waste 

15 

,,  Rubber 

Total  176  tons  12§  cwts. 


The  following  table  shows  the  average  Salvage  yield  per  month 
per  1000  population  for  the  years  1941  to  1944: — 


Sterling 

Paper 

Rags 

Bones 

Metals 

Kitchen 

Rubber 

Income 

(cwts) 

(lbs.) 

(lbs.) 

(cwts) 

Waste 

(lbs.) 

per  1000 

(cwts) 

popul’tn 

1941 

6 

36 

36 

7 

10 

- 

3.9 

1942 

8.25 

66.3 

68.5 

9 

11.2 

45.2 

5.35 

1943 

6.25 

46.83 

95.08 

2.58 

7.16 

17.83 

3.7 

1944 

3.90 

30.50 

80.00 

1.30 

3.80 

4.90 

2.20 
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Shop  and  Offices.  It  has  been  deemed  advisable  to  defer 
alterations  in  shops  until  the  termination  of  the  war. 

Smoke  Abatement.  No  observations  were  taken  during  the 
j'ear. 

Camping  Sites.  There  are  no  camping  sites  in  the  area. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  There  are  no  swimming  baths  or 
pools  in  the  area. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919.  The  contract  with  the 
Durham  County  Council  for  the  services  of  their  Rat  Officer  at 
our  tips  and  sewage  works  was  renewed,  and  throughout  the 
year  regular  visits  were  made  with  satisfactory  results. 

During  the  year.  delegation  of  powers  under  the  Act  was 
accepted  from  the  County  Council  and  the  Senior  Sanitary 
Inspector  appointed  Executive  Officer. 

Infestation  Order,  1943.  Further  visits  were  made  to  lands  and 
premises  where  major  infestations  of  rats  were  known  to  exist. 
Appropriate  action  was  taken  with  satisfactory  results. 

In  compliance  with  a direction  of  the  Director  of  Infesta- 
tion Control,  Ministry  of  Food,  a survey  of  all  manholes  and 
sewers  of  the  district  was  made  as  a prelude  to  the  destruction 
of  rats  in  sewers, 

Prebaiting  and  poisoning  was  carried  out  in  all  sewers  in 
accordance  with  the  plan  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  to  deal  with 
rats  simultaneously  in  Durham  and  Northumberland.  Two 
treatments  of  the  sewers  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  over 
1000  rats.  It  is  proposed  to  carry  out  this  work  every  six 
months. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs.  Four  private  houses  were  found  to  be 
infested  with  bed  bugs.  Disinfestation  was  carried  out  by  spray- 
ing with  an  inseticide,  each  house  receiving  two  treatments. 

Other  Infestations.  A number  of  Infestations  of  cockroaches, 
silver  fish,  and  furniture  beetle,  were  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  department.  Advice  and  instructions  as  to  methods  of 
control  were  given  to  the  occupiers  and  where  necessary  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  carried  out  the  work  of  disinfestation. 


16 


Factories  and  Workshops.  A number  of  visits  were  made  during 
the  year  and  the  sanitary  accommodation  was  generally  found 
satisfactory.  In  two  cases  infringements  of  the  Factory  Act, 
Section  9,  were  dealt  with  successfully  by  informal  action. 

At  one  factory  new  drains  were  laid  and  an  installation  for 
the  treatment  of  sewage  constructed. 

Bake-Houses.  Visits  were  made  to  the  five  bake-houses  in  the 
district  and  they  were  found  to  be  kept  in  a cleanly  condition 

Housing.  A number  of  houses  were  inspected  and  informal 
action  taken.  Essential  repairs  were  executed. 

Inspections  were  also  made  of  a number  of  houses  at 
Highfield  and  Chopwell  which  are  well  constructed  and  could 
be  brought  up  to  fairly  modern  standard  by  the  installation  of 
bathrooms  and  hot  and  cold  water  supplies. 


Milk  Supply. 

Milk  & Dairies  Order,  1926.  Visits  were  made  to  cowsheds  and 
milk-shops  in  the  area,  and  generally  the  premises  were  found 
in  satisfactory  condition. 

A number  of  advisory  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Copies  of  the  reports  and  com- 
ments thereon  were  forwarded  to  the  producers  concerned. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  1936-42. 

To  comply  with  the  conditions  under  which  a licence  to 
produce  and  retail  milk  as  “Accredited”  is  granted,  the  following 
work  was  carried  out  at  three  farms: — 

(a)  Cowshed  gutted,  extended  and  reconstructed;  new 
dairy  and  sterilising  plant  provided. 

(b)  Cowshed  repaired,  new  dairy  built  and  sterilising  plant 
installed. 

(c)  Dairy  was  being  extended  and  sterilising  plant  was 
being  installed  but  the  work  was  not  completed  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Applications  for  renewal  of  licences  to  sell  graded  milk  .in 
the  Council’s  area  under  the  above  Orders  were  made  as  follows:- 
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Pasteurised  Milk — 2 Dealers’  Licences. 

1 Supplementary  Licence. 

Certified  Milk — 1 Dealer’s  Licence. 

As  the  Council  declines  to  penalise  anyone  who  wishes  to 
supply  graded  milk,  the  licences  were  granted  without  payment 
of  fees. 

Five  farms  in  the  area  are  producing  Accredited  milk. 

Meat  and  other  Foods.  Inspections  of  premises  where  food  is 
sold,  prepared  or  manufactured  for  sale  were  made. 

The  following  quantity  of  food,  found  to  be  unsound,  was 
voluntarily  surrendered  and  so  disposed  of  to  prevent  it  being 
used  for  the  food  of  man:  — 

Canned  Meats: — 

49-12  ozs. 

6 - 1 lb. 

70  - 2\  lbs. 

7 - 4 lbs. 

27  - 6 lbs. 

5 - 1 i lbs. 

Other  Meats:  — 

277  lbs.  Beef 
30|  lb.  Sausage 
12  lb.  Ham 
112  lb.  Bacon 


Fish: — 

34  - 15  ozs.  Pilchards 
14  - small  Grade  3 Salmon 
13  - 4lbs.  Fish  Roll 
20  - 2i  lbs.  Fish  Roll 
4 - 1 4 i ozs.  Herrings 
1-16  ozs.  Mackeral. 

Jams  and  Marmalade:  — 

13  - 1 lb.  Jars. 

9 - 2 lb.  Jars. 


Milk:  — 

53  - 14^  ozs.  Condensed  Milk 
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Canned  Vegetables:  — 

6 tins  Potatoes 

47  tins  Beans 

14  tins  Peas 

5-19  ozs.  Tomatoes 

1 - 2i  lbs  Vegetable  Soup 

21  - 8 ozs.  Vegetable  Soup 


Canned  Fruit: — 

8 - 2*  lbs. 
1 - 7 lbs. 


Miscellaneous: — 

13  Jars  Pickles 

58  tins  Semolina  Pudding 
25  pkts.  Semolina  Custard 
46  tins  Chocolate  Sweet  Sauce 
2 cwt.  1 st.  Sugar. 

1 1 Jars  Meat  Paste 
31  doz.  jars  Ketchup 

5 lbs.  dried  Apple  Rings 
1(H  lbs.  dried  Apricots 

6 doz.  jars  Beef  Extract 
1 - 26  lbs.  tin  Datella 

15  cwts.  Potatoes 

4 st.  Potato  Flour. 

1402  lbs.  Cheese 

18  - 4 lb.  pkts.  Pudding  Mixture 

6 bottles  Sauce. 

10  pkts.  Tapioca  Custard  Powder 

24  - 2 lbs.  Scotch  Oats 

25  Eggs 

21  pkts.  Pea  Flour 
24  Tins  Barley  Powder 

5 lbs.  Raisins 

28  lbs.  Lemon  Curd 

7 pkts.  Yorkshire  Pudding  Mixture 

14  lbs.  Baking  Powder 


Slaughter  Houses.  Since  the  introduction  of  centralised 
slaughtering,  no  slaughtering  has  been  carried  out  in  the  area. 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Housing: — Structural  Defects  remedied  •••  101 

Foul  Conditions  •••  •••  11 

Water  services  repaired  •••  7 

Overcrowding  -•  ...  2 

Drainage:-New  drains  laid  and  tested  7 

New  inspection  chambers  built  1 

Defective  traps  • ••  7 

Other  drainage  faults  remedied  ...  15 

Sanitary  Conveniences: — 

Water  closet  defects  remedied  ...  15 

Miscellaneous: — 

Water  Supply  •••  ••  7 

Defective  yard  paving  ...  ---  9 

Smoke  nuisances  •••  ...  1 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure  ...  1 

Defective  ashbins  replaced  ...  78 

Infectious  Diseases: — 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stoved 

or  destroyed  ...  158 

Houses  disinfected  after 

Infectious  Disease  73 

Number  of  Houses  in  the  District. 

Blaydon  •••  2022 

Stella  ••  ..  174 

Winlaton  ---  - 1945 

Barlow  ...  82 

High  Spen  -■  ...  719 

Rowlands  Gill  •••  753 

Victoria  Garesfield  & Highfield  496 

Lintzford  ...  24 

Chopwell  ...  ...  1363 

Blackhall  Mill  ...  ...  272 

Winlaton  Mill  ...  ...  357 


8207 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified 
during  the  year  1944. 


Disease. 

Total  cases 

notified. 

Cases  admitted 

to  Hospital  at 

Normans  Hiding. 

Total  Deaths 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever 

54 

51 

Diphtheria 

71 

71 

3 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  (Lobar) 

20 

— 

4 

Pneumonia  (influenzal) 

5 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

16 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

Measles 

194 

— 

— 

Whdoping  Cough  ... 

75 

1 

Analysis  of  Cases  into  Age  Groups. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  cases  and  Mortality  during  1944. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases. 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respirator} 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

1 F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

1 F. 

M. 

F. 

0 ... 

1 ... 

1 

1 

5 ... 

2 

2 

6 

15  ... 

3 

6 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

25  ... 

2 

7 

1 

1 

2 

35  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

45  ... 

2 

1 

1 

55  

1 

2 

2 

65  and  upwards 

1 

Totals 

12 

18 

9 

1 

6 

7 

3 

1 

Ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculous  deaths  to  total 
tuberculous  deaths  = 6 : 17. 
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THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  SHORT  LIST  OF  CAUSES  OF 
DEATH  DURING  1944. 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

1 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever 

2 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever... 

— 

— 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

5 

Diphtheria 

— 

3 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

6 

7 

7 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

3 

1 

8 

Syphilitic  diseases 

2 

— 

9 

Influenza 

— 

1 

10 

Measles 

— 

— 

11 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

12 

13 

Acute  Encephalitis 

Cancer  ... 

1 

1 

14 

15 

16 

...  y 

1 

M • • • 

23 

17 

17 

Diabetes  ... 

— 

— 

18 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ... 

19 

17 

19 

Heart  Diseases 

38 

43 

20 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

9 

6 

21 

Bronchitis 

14 

8 

22 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 1 

5 

23 

Other  Respiratory  diseases 

5 

1 

24 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

1 

— 

25 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

— 

2 

26 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

6 

3 

28 

Nephritis 

6 

4 

29 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

1 

30 

Other  Maternal  causes 

— 

1 

31 

Premature  Birth 

3 

2 

32 

Congenital  Debility,  Malformations,  etc. 

6 

4 

23 

Suicide 

2 

— 

34 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

2 

3 

35 

Other  Violent  Causes  ... 

7 

— 

36 

All  other  causes 

... 

22 

16 

All  Causes 

— 

187 

146 

Total  Number  of  Deaths  • 333. 
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